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So the canoes went back to Egulac, and the young man went ashore to his house, and 
made a fire. And he told everybody and said: “Behold I accompanied the ghosts, and we 
went to fight. Many of our fellows were killed, and many of those who attacked us were 
killed. They said I was hit, and I did not feel sick.” He told it all, and then he became quiet. 
When the sun rose he fell down. Something black came out of his mouth. His face became 
contorted. The people jumped up and cried.

He was dead.

Source: Bartlett, F. C. (1995). Remembering: A study in experimental and social psychology, 2nd edition. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, p. 67. 
Reprinted with the permission of Cambridge University Press.

Bartlett used the method of serial reproduction, meaning participants were asked to 
recall the stories on more than one occasion. Participants were asked to recall the 
tales at varying intervals, some as long as years. Bartlett was interested in what infor-
mation was remembered and what information was “misremembered”—distorted or 
reordered in the participants’ recollections. Box 7.2 provides examples of repeated 
recollections of the “War of the Ghosts” story as retold by one participant. This retell-
ing shows concretely that over time the same person’s recall becomes more distorted.

Box 7.2

One Participant’s Recall of “The War of the Ghosts”

Recalled 15 minutes after hearing story:

The Ghosts

There were two men on the banks of the river near Egulac. They heard the sound of pad-
dles, and a canoe with five men in it appeared, who called to them, saying: “We are going 
to fight the people. Will you come with us?” One of the two men answered, saying: “Our 
relations do not know where we are, and we have not got any arrows.” They answered: 
“There are arrows in the canoe.” So the man went, and they fought the people, and then 
he heard them saying: “An Indian is killed, let us return.” So he returned to Egulac, and told 
them he knew they were ghosts.

He spoke to the people of Egulac, and told them that he had fought with the Ghosts, 
and many men were killed on both sides, and that he was wounded, but felt nothing. He lay 
down and became calmer, and in the night he was convulsed, and something black came 
out of his mouth.

The people said: “He is dead.”

Recalled 2 weeks later:

The Ghosts

There were two men on the banks of a river near the village of Etishu (?). They heard the 
sound of paddles coming from the up-stream, and shortly a canoe appeared. The men in 
the canoe spoke, saying: “We are going to fight the people: will you come with us?”
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